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SATURDAY, Aprit 20, 1754. 





O matre pulchra filia pulchrior. 
For, 





seh F I remember right, you fome time fince 
> © recommended the Maxim of an old Greek 
} Philofopher, who lays it down as a Rule, 
2 that we fhould not fuffer any Thing in 
: fod 7 Life to take too ftrong an Hold of our 
WIG Ve Imagination, becaufe that Power .of the 

Aas ato Mind is found to have a very confiderable 
Influence upon all our Sentiments and ail our Actions, When 
once the Reins are thrown loofe upon the Neck of ungoverned 
Fancy, we become inftantly addicted to what 1s called in the 
common Phrafe, Ca/tle-Building, than which there 1s not a more 
dangerous Exercife of our intellectual Faculties. Itisa conti- 
nual roving of our Thoughts to ideal Scenes of Joy ; Pleature 
is our Purfuit, and when it does not appear within our Reach, 
we 
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we catch at the Shadow, inftead of the Subftance; we ramble 
into a kind of Fools Paradife, and lounge away our Hours in 
the imaginary Gardens of a dreaming Epicurus, from whence it 
refults that the Sinews of the Underftanding become relaxed , 
an enervating Stillnefs f{preads over all the Powers of the Soul, 
which is conftantly diffolved in Luxury of its own Creation ; 
tond Self-love helps to finifh the Piéture, and Delufion throws 
fome Joys into Perfpective, flings what is difagreeable into 
Shades, and totally hides from us the thorny Parts of the Land- 
fkip. Thefe perhaps may be accounted Pleafures, but they are 
in the Main like the vifionary Ideas excited by taking Laudanum , 
vt the fame Time that they adminifter a Flow of Spirits, they 


invade our Nerves and render us entirely unfit for any Sphere of 
Action. 


An Inftance of this intoxicating Power of Cafle Building I have 
obferved for fome Time paft in Mrs. Vaixleve, who has {pent 
the greateft Part of her Life in a waking Dream, and can hardly 
be accounted one of this World, as fhe has been, in the General 
quite abftraéted from Society, and has dwelt moftly in the airy 
Regions of Fancy. Mrs. Vazzlove, in the greener Part of her 
Life, was flattered into a Notion of her own Beauty, by which 
Means fhe became fond of Power. Her Eyes, fhe thought gave 
her a Right divine to be a pretty Tyrant over the oppofite Sex, and 
as the Imagination never deals out Bleffings with a fcanty Hand, 
her Sway foon became in Appearance as extenfive as her moft de- 
lufive Hopes could defire. But though fhe led the whole Race 
of Man in Captivity, fhe at length condefcended to let an ambi- 
tious Lover to afpire to her Bed. The Confequence of this 
Condefcenfion was, that in due Courfe of Time fhe was the hap- 
py Mother of a fair Daughter, in whom fhe faw her own Fea- 
tures, but moulded with greater Delicacy. Self-love inclined her 
to admire this flattering Likenetfs of herfelf, and the Emanations 
of Fancy beftowed upon her every Grace. Before Mifs could 
walk, inthe Mother’s Eye fhe danced with all the Elegance of 
Auretti, and as foon as her Tongue began to utter imperfect 
Words; ** Lord whata Deal of Wit the Child has? Dear Cou- 
‘* fin a’nt you aftonifhed at her ? pon Honour I never taught her 
‘¢ that.”? In Procefs of Time Mils Vainieve devoured up theie 
Expreffions of Admiration with a greedy Ear, and fhe began in- 
fenfibly to believe every Word perfectly true, till at length her 
Imagination took the very fame Turn which had diftorted the 
Thoughts of her Mother before, and a Series of Years, inftead of 
banifhing the Deceit, but ferved to give a ftronger Tincture to 


her Fancy. 
WHEN 
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Wuen Virgil’s Dido is croffed in Love, and fhe finds hericli 
upon the Point of being deferted by the Trajan Perine, her ready 
Fancy feizes the Occafion to difturb her with vifionary Scenes 0! 
Solitude, in which fhe thinks herfelf abandoned and forlorn. 








Semperque relingut 
Sola fibi, femper longam incomitata videtur 
lve Vian. ——— —- —— 


But with Mifs Vainlove the Cafe is quite reverfed ; though it 
fhould happen that her Fate removes her from the dear Society of 
Man ; though the fudden Execrefcence of a Pimple on her Face 
or Neck fhould doom her a Reclufe, until her Skin regain its 
native Alabafter-Smoothnefs; though an untractable Lock 
fhould refufe to join in amicable Confederacy with the Reft of 
her Head-drefs, and determine her in a Fit of Peevifhnefs to 
fequefter herfelf from the World, yet ftill fhe reigns Queen of the 
Affembly, and has a Circle of Beaux about her; the ideal Foot- 
man’s Rap founds Tranfport to her Ear, and fhe is every Inftant 
receiving the Homage of contending Lovers, who have no Ex- 


iftence butin her own Brain. Her Mother confirms her in the De- 
ception, and through the Force of Habit, they are conftantly 


-amufed with Pictures of their own Creation; like thofe, who, 


Mr, Lock tells usin his Treatife on the Conduc of the Underftand- 
ing, through fome Diftemperature in their Blood, or any other 
internal Caufe, feea Variety of Colours paffing continually before 
them, and frequently perceive a Groupe of human Figures, 
Soldiers and Combatants marching in Proceffion before the de- 
luded Eye of diftempered Fancy. 


Miss Vainlove has carried Matters to fuch an Extreme, that 
fhe now fees no Perfection in the two Hibernian Sifter-Graces . 
“© T don’t find, fays fhe, that the Men like fuch tall Women; 
‘¢ Beauties of a middle Stature are more the T afte at prefent. ” 
This fhe delivers with vifible Tokens of’ Self-complacence in her 
Countenance ; fhe really thinks herfelf the moft celebrated Toaft 
about Town at prefent; Ryan at the King’s Arms is under infinite 
Obligations to her tor the plentiful Libations of Burgundy, which 
have been poured out to her Beauty at his Houfe; and fhe does 
not in the leaft doubt but M@ack/in will the next Winter feel the 
happy Influence of her Beauty. 


Her Footman has the beft Place in Euglaid, becaufe he is 
in the conftant Receipt of Bribes at all public Places, to induce 
him to tell the Name of his young Miftrefs, and the Place of 


her Abode. Madam Le Place owes a creat deal of her Succcfs 


1? 
. ‘ 
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in Bufinefs to Mifs Vainlove’s having the Lead of all the Fa- 
fhions, and directing the Ladies of her Acquaintance to her 
Milliner, that they may fet themfelves off with the fame Ad. 
vantages of Ornament. 


Muss Vainlove, without having one real Lover, has conftant- 
ly a large Number of fancied Slaves to her Frowns and Smiles, 
and from thence it happens, that fhe looks upon all the Wo- 
men as a Set of Creatures that envy her, “and the Men fhe 
confiders, as her Votaries, fit for nothing but to grace her Tri- 
umph. There is nothing more common with her than to be 
within a few Days of being married to a Man of large Fortune, 
even when fhe never exchanged a Word with him. ‘ Well, 
‘“* to be fure, fays fhe, it’s furprifing how Things are whifpered 
‘¢ about; the common Report is, that lam to be married to 
“© Mr. What-do-ye-call-bim, without Doubt it is in my Power 
‘¢ — but — Lord the whole Town has it.” It is in vain to 
aflure her that the Town does not trouble it’s Head about her ; 
Her Mother has told her fhe docs not meet fo fine a Woman 
any where, and fo the Opiate works. JI once met both thefe 
egregious Characters at a Play, when they informed me, that 
the whole Set of foreign Ambaffadors were now in the young 
Ladies Train, and that * * * * who is a Man of Confequence 
and Fortune in the Country, which he reprefents, is abfolutely 
expiring for Mifs Vainlove. It happened, that after this I paid 
her feveral Vifits, and never meeting any of her florid Retinue, 
I took the Liberty to mention that I never had the Pleafure of 
feeing that gay Set of Enamoratos; to this Mrs, Vaizlve re- 
plied, that fhe had given them their Anfwer, ‘* Whenever we 
‘¢ sive them their Anfwer, they never come again.” 


Tuus thefe two Ladies never fee any Thing in its proper 
Colour; they think their Dreams Realities; and, like mad 
People, are conftantly Reafoning right from wrong Principles. 
Pray, Mr. Ranger, minifter to a Mind diteafed, as Shake/pear 
phrafes it; let them know that they cannot fublift very long up- 
fuch airy Pleafures, as they imagine to themlelves, and con- 
vinee them, that there is great Truth in what is faid, perhaps too 
loofely by the comic Poet. 


There's neucht but willing, waking Love that can 


Make blefsd the ripen'’d Metd, or Jinifed Man. 
Tam, Sir, xour conftant Reader, 


T. W.G. 
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Court of CENsoRIAL Enquiry, 18 April. 


T H IS Day came on a remarkable Tryal inthis Court, in which the 
Muffin- Man, the Watchmen, &c. &c. &c were Plaintiffs, and 
Shuter, Comedian at the Theatre Royal in Covent Garden, Defendant, upon 
an Adétion brought againft the faid Shuter for Damages fuffered by the 
Plaintiffs ata public Exhibition on /Vednefday Evening laft, when they 
were all taken off, as it is called, with fuch lively Touches of Mimickery 
that the Audience was kept in a conftant Burft of Laughter, to the very 
great Uneafinefs of the faid Plaintiffs. The Jury being impanelléd, Coun- 
feller Blunderlujs opened the Caufe in a very vehement Speech. He in- 
veighed feverely againtt Stace-Players, and urged, it was a very great 
Hardfhip, that honeft and worthy Charaéters fhould be converted into 
Ridicule by the Buffoonery of an impertinent Player. For his Part he 
would take upon him to fay, that his Clients were Perfons of known Inte- 
arity, Probity, and Honour, and he thought them more valuable Charac- 
ters in Life than any Set of Comedians whatever. 

The Méuffin- Man he infifted was fo reputable and worthy a Perfonage, 
that nothing but the Height of Infolence could induce a Mimic on the 
Stage to attempt to hurt him in his Reputation. If thefe Things are per- 
mitted, he could not determine where the Thing would end, and he him- 
felf, he added might be treated in the fame Sort; he therefore prayed that 
the Gentlemen of the Jury would take the Premifes into Confideration, 
and award fuitable Damages for fo audacious an Offence, He then procee- 
ded to call his Witneffes to the Fact. 





WILLIAMTOPEWELL fworn, 


I live near Zemple-Bar. I faw the Prifoner at Comus’s Court, and he 
was fo diverting, that I took two Tickets for myfelf and my Wife, I 
could have fwore as how it was our Watchman that was fpeaking, and I 
alfo heard the AMduffin- Man very diftin@ly, and my Wife was fo fond of 
hearing him, that [ began to be uneafy at it, and I thought it was very 
mifbecoming that honeft Folks fhould be brought to Shame in that public 
Manner. 


ELIZABETH SUGARKEY. 


I was fent with a good Chara€ter from the Regifter-Office to Jive in a 
fober quiet Family, and with much ado—Lord blefs me I never had fo 
much ‘Trouble in my Life about any Thing —Mrs. AG/y was waiting for 
me till almoit one o Clock before we could fet out —and fo at lait we 
went and we got good Places near the Door in the Piazza, and there we 
waited till the Houfe was opened. And then there came fuch a Crowd of 
Fellows that it was with r:uch ado we got in at all—and when we did 
get in they placed us on the Stage— Well, fure I never was fo afhamed 
in al! my born Days —I thought I looked as impudent as any Actrefs a- 
mong them, —and at laft the Prifoner came on the Stage, and as he was 
paffing by, he faid to me %* you had better take off your Pattin’s Mifs ” 


‘ 


Saucy 
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Saucy Fellow !— and fo he began to mimic the Muffin-Adan, and it was 
the very fame Perfon that ferves my Miftrefs with Muffins. 


The DEFENCE. 


Mr. Shuter’s Council owned the Faé&, but offered many Arguments in 
Mitigation. They infifted it could not be of any material Detriment to 
the Plaintiffs, even allowing that they were mimicked. Why, therefore, 
then, continued the Council, ‘¢ I cannot perceive, Gentlemen of the Jury 
** that my Client —a—has—a— incurred fo feverea Penalty, becaufe 
‘© why — it was not done with an evil Intent—and —a—my Client has 
*¢ but followed the Example of Mr. Garrick, who formerly availed him- 
“ felf of his Talents for this Species of a€ting, and took very unlimited Li- 
<¢ berties with all the A@tors on the Stage. As did likewife—a—Mr. — 
“ Foote,who called it,if I remember right, giving Chocolate. Why therefore 
*¢ then all that is to be faid in the prefent Cafe, is —a— that—my Ctient 
** Gentlemen of the Jury, has given Chocolate to the AZuffin-Man.” 


Upon this the Jury withdrew and in a few Minutes brought in their Ver- 
di& Not-Guilty ; whereupon the Court difmifled Mr. Shuter with Honour, 
and told him, if he does but endeavour ftrenuoufly to exert thofe excellent 
comic Powers, which Nature has beftowed ‘upon him, he cannot fai! to be 
the beft Comedian on the Engli/fh Stage. Adjourned, 


Covent-Garden 20. April. 

It is currently reported here that the Manager intends fhortly to exhibit 
anew Piece, of two Aéts, which could not have been brought out earlier 
in the Seafon, on Account of the Multiplicity of Bufinefs occafioned by the 
new Tragedies. In this Production, it is faid, there is ample oom for 
Mr. Shuter to difplay his Talents for Mimickery, which have hitherto been 
dormant, for Want of a proper Opportunity to call them forth. It is not 
doubted but on this Occafion he will contribute very greatly to the Enter- 
tainment of his Auditors, and give a Idea of the Extent of his comic 


Powers. 


Drury Lane, 20 April. 

A new Tragedy, entitled Crex/a, and written by Mr. Whitchead, Au- 

thor of the Raman Father, will be exhibited here for the firft Time this E- 

vening, when all Perfons of Tafte promife themfelves an elegant Enter- 

tainment, as this Gentleman’s Writings have convinced the World, that 
whatever he puts out of hand, will be neatly finifhed, 








Printed for W. FADEN in Wine-Office-Court, Fleet-ftreet, and 
J. BOUQUET in Pater-Nofter-Row, where may be had the 


forme. Numbers. 
N. B, At the End of the Year will be prnted a Title, Contents, and 
Tranflation of the Laizm Quotations. 

















